
Worship guides
for celebrating Advent, 

Christmas, and Epiphany

Advent
cards



Introduction
For a long time, the Church has set aside the four weeks leading up to Christmas to reflect, 

to wait, and to listen again to the story of  the God who makes all things new. 

Advent is the beginning of  the church year, and it is a season of  anticipation as we join God’s 
people throughout time and space, looking back to the first coming of  Jesus as a baby, while 
also looking ahead to the second coming of  Jesus in glory at the end of  all things. 

These Advent cards are designed to give your family space to be with God together. They’re 
simple, easy to use, and designed to engage your family’s sense of  awe and wonder as you wait 
and watch together. Perhaps you’d like to get or make an Advent wreath to light each week as 
you spend time around God’s word together. 

How to use these cards

These cards are designed to walk your family through Advent. Each card includes a picture 
of  the story for the week. On the back side of  the card you will find a Scripture reference 

where you can read the story together, reflection questions for using the picture to reflect on 
the story, and reflection questions for talking about the text together. 

Families with mostly younger children may prefer to focus on a discussion based on the images, 
while families with mostly older children may be able to delve into a more in-depth discussion 
of  the text. If  your family has a range of  ages, why not try choosing a few questions from each 
section? 

Each card also includes a brief  prayer, designed to be followed by the hymn for the week, 
which you’ll find on its own card. On the back of  the hymn, you will find a suggested practice 
for the week. Spiritual practices, or rhythms, have been used by the Church since its very 
foundation, and are ways to help us pay attention to God.





Week 1
Hope

Look in the Word: Isaiah 9:2-7

Look at the picture
Spend 10-30 seconds looking at the picture. Then discuss these questions together. 

What part of  the picture stands out to you? 
What does this picture remind you of?  

What parts of  the story do you see in the picture? 
If  you were to create a picture of  the story, which part would you choose?  

What picture would you create? 

Look in your heart
What part of  the story stands out to you? 
What parts of  this story seem hopeful?  

What parts of  this story do you have questions about?  
What do you think it would have been like to hear these words  

as you were waiting for the rescuing one, the Messiah?  
This prophecy in Isaiah foretells the coming of  Jesus.  

Which of  the names for Jesus (vs. 6) stands out to you?  
What would you like to say to Jesus about this name? 

Look to Jesus in prayer
Jesus, as we wait for you this Advent season, help us to walk in the light of  hope.  

Hope that you will come again soon. You are the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. With the rest of  the world,  

we cry out for you to rescue us, as you did before. Amen

Finish by singing O Come, O Come Emmanuel together.
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O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Text: Latin Antiphons (8th cen.), translated by J.M. Neale (1851)
Music: VENI EMMANUEL, Latin chant (c. 1500), adapted by Thomas Helmore (1856)
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Week 1 Hymn
O Come, O Come  

Emmanuel



Week 1 Practice
Silence

This exercise gives you the chance to practice silence in a small, manageable way.  
You will begin by ringing a bell and then trying to keep a bell quiet, and noticing the 

difference between noise and silence. Then you will make a few comments to prepare for your 
time of  silence. You can try this practice during the Advent reading each night this week, just 
once, or at a separate time. 

Materials 
A bell 

Instructions
Pass a bell around the circle, giving each person a chance to ring it. Then pass the bell around 
the circle a second time, trying to keep the bell from making any sound. 

Say something like: It can be nice to sit quietly for a moment or two, can’t it? When we’re quiet, we have the 
chance to remember how much God loves us. We have the chance to hear what our own thoughts and feelings are 
telling us about how our day is going, and we have the chance to notice where God has been at work in our lives. 

Prepare to sit quietly for one minute (feel free to select any length of  time that will work for 
your family). Invite people to choose whether they will lay down or sit up, whether they will 
close their eyes or keep them open. Young children might like to have a stuffed animal to 
hold while you practice silence together. If  a family member forgets, remind them by placing 
a finger to your lips. 

One family member can begin the silence by ringing the bell, and then end the silence by 
ringing the bell a second time. 

After the silence, share what it was like to sit quietly together. If  you are practicing the silence 
during your Advent reading, continue by singing the song O Come, O Come Emmanuel.





Week 2
Peace

Look in the Word: Luke 1:26-38

Look at the picture
Spend 10-30 seconds looking at the picture. Then discuss these questions together. 

What part of  the picture stands out to you? 
What do you notice about Mary’s face in the picture? 

What parts of  the story do you see in the picture? 
Can you imagine what it would be like to be there?

Look in your heart
What part of  the story stands out to you? 

Where do we see peace in this story?  
Why do you think the angel says, “Do not be afraid” to Mary? 

What does Mary say to the angel at the end of  the story? 
What does it mean for you to be God’s servant? 

Look to Jesus in prayer
Jesus, as we wait for you this Advent, you give us peace in our hearts.  

There are so many things we might be worried about, thinking about, or  
paying attention to during this time. Help us to remember that you are always with us,  

and that we are God’s servants. Make room in our hearts for your peace. Amen

Finish by singing Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus together.
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Text: Charles Wesley (1745)
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard (1830)
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Week 2 Practice
Gratitude

Mary sings a song of  thanksgiving to God, praising him for all he has done. As she sings, 
she notices God’s work in her own life, and she looks back at everything God has done 

from the beginning of  time. 

When we pause to be grateful, it is not only very good for our brains, but it is also good for 
our hearts. Because we know and worship God, being grateful is a chance for us to praise him. 
This week, with Mary, we are going to practice gratitude with a winter walk. 

Gratitude Exercise
Pick a day for a winter walk. Brew a cup of  hot chocolate and read Psalm 100 together. Then 
set out on your walk. 

As you walk, notice things you are grateful for and name them, thanking God for them together. 
The things you notice might also remind you of  who God is and what he is like, thank him for 
these things as well. When you finish your walk, read Mary’s Song together from Luke 1:46-55. 

If  you enjoyed the silence exercise last week, practice silence for a portion of  your walk as well. 
Walk in quiet, paying attention to what sounds you hear. After a few moments, share what the 
experience was like. 





Week 3
Joy

Look in the Word: Luke 2:8-20

Look at the picture
Spend 10-30 seconds looking at the picture. Then discuss these questions together. 

What part of  the picture stands out to you? 
What do you imagine the shepherd’s faces would look like in this picture?  

What parts of  the story do you see in the picture? 
Can you imagine what it would be like to be there? 

Where would you be in this picture?

Look in your heart
What part of  the story stands out to you? 

Where do we see Joy in this story?  
Do you think these shepherds would have been surprised to hear  

that the Messiah was a baby? Why or why not?  
What did the shepherds do after seeing Jesus?  

What stories about Jesus do you have to share with those in your life? 

Look to Jesus in prayer
Jesus, as we wait for you this Advent, give us the joy of  your salvation!  

Like the shepherds did, help us to eagerly share the good news of  your presence  
in our lives with those we love and those we meet. You are the wonderful rescuing one! 

 We rejoice in your presence! Amen

Finish by singing Joy to the World together.
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Week 3 Practice
Generosity

The Shepherds received the news of  Jesus’ birth with great joy. Then they quickly ran to 
share their joy with others. When we give, like the shepherds, we are sharing out of  what 

we have been given. 

This Advent and Christmas season, as you prepare gifts to give to teachers, friends, family 
members, or to others you don’t know, invite your children into the process with you and be 
intentional with your conversations. 

Some questions to consider this week
How has God provided for you?  
What does it look like for your family to be generous with what you have been given?  
Who in your life is God inviting you to be generous to?  
Is there something you are being invited to give up for the sake of  another?  
What would it look like to share the joy that you have in the story of  Christmas? 





Week 4
Love

Look in the Word: Luke 2:1-7

Look at the picture
Spend 10-30 seconds looking at the picture. Then discuss these questions together. 

What part of  the picture stands out to you? 
What do you notice about people’s faces in the picture? 

What parts of  the story do you see in the picture? 
Can you imagine what it would be like to be there? 

Where would you be in this picture?

Look in your heart
What part of  the story stands out to you? 

Where do we see the love of  God in this story?  
Can you imagine what it would be like to welcome a new baby  

far from your home after a long journey?  
How does it feel to know that there was no guest room  

available for Jesus or his family when he was born?  
What kind of  King will Jesus be? 

Look to Jesus in prayer
Jesus, as we wait for you this Advent, fill our hearts with your love. As you made your  

home on earth, Jesus, make your home in our hearts. Fill us with your love, that we may  
love others like we have been loved by you, the King who came as a baby. Amen.

Finish by singing Silent Night together.



   
   

Si
Si
Si

1. 
2. 
3. 

lent
lent
lent

night,
night,
night,

B 


   

ho
ho
ho

ly
ly
ly

night,
night,
night,

  
all

shep
Son

is
herds

of

calm,
quake
God,

F 7

   
all
at

love's

is
the

pure

bright
sight.
light

B 

- -
- - -
- -

      
'round
Glo
ra

yon
ries

diant

vir
stream
beams

gin
from
from

E 


   

moth
heav
Thy

er
en
ho

and
a
ly

Child.
far,

face,

B 

    
Ho

heav'n
with

ly
ly

the

In
hosts
dawn

fant

of

so
sing
re

E 


   

ten
al

deem

der
le

and
lu
ing

mild,
ia;

grace,

B 

- - - - -
- - - - - - -

- - - -

    
 

sleep
Christ
Je

in
the
sus,

heav
Sav

Lord,

en
ior
at

ly
is

Thy

F 7
  

peace,
born!
birth,

B 
     
sleep
Christ
Je

in
the
sus,

heav
Sav

Lord,

en
ior
at

ly
is

Thy

B  F 7


peace.
born!
birth.

B 

- - - -
- -

- -

Silent Night! Holy Night!

Public DomainText: Joseph Mohr (1816), translated by J. Freeman Young (1859)
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber (1818) 6.6.8.8.6.6

Week 4 Hymn
Silent 
Night



Week 4 Practice
Creativity

Mary and Joseph both exemplify people whose lives were caught up in God’s story. Is your 
life caught up in God’s story? Try one or both of  these activities to help you spend time 

reflecting together.

God’s Story Art
During the week leading up to Christmas, take some time to talk about the stories of  these 
people again: Isaiah (Hope), Mary (Peace), The Angels and Shepherds (Joy), and Joseph, 
Mary, and Jesus (Love.) Use your favorite art materials to illustrate each story and display your 
artwork in your home until Epiphany on January 6. Then put them away and save them for 
next Advent. 

Wonder Wall
Create a “Wonder Wall” in your house. This can be any space on a wall or door or cabinet 
where anyone in the family can post their “wonderings.” You can make a sign for the wall that 
says, “I wonder…” Stack some post it notes and some markers or pens nearby. Before you 
read this week’s Scripture together, invite everyone to listen for something they wonder about. 
Take a few moments after the story to write or draw your wonderings and add them to the 
wonder wall. You can add to your Wonder Wall at any time!





Christmas
Light

Look in the Word: John 1:1-5, 14

Look at the picture
Spend 10-30 seconds looking at the picture. Then discuss these questions together. 

What part of  the picture stands out to you? 
What parts of  the story do you see in the picture? 

What would you add to the picture to illustrate part of  the story?  
Can you imagine what it would be like to be there? 

Where would you be in this picture?

Look in your heart
In this passage, John uses “the Word” to talk about Jesus.  

Try rereading the passage with Jesus’ name in place of  “the Word.”  
How does hearing Jesus’ name in this familiar passage affect you?  

What do we learn about who Jesus is from this story?  
Spend a few moments reflecting on the truth of  this passage,  

that Jesus was present with God at creation, that he is light for all people,  
and that he came to live among us, beginning his life on earth as a tiny baby.  

What would you like to say to Jesus? 

Look to Jesus in prayer
Jesus, we have waited for you this Advent season, and even as we celebrate your birth, we 
wait for the day when you will come again soon! With the saints through all the ages, we 

pray, Come quickly, Lord Jesus! We wait for the day when we can say along with John, “we 
have seen his glory… the glory of  the One and Only.” (John 1:14 NIrV) Amen.

Finish by singing Infant Holy, Infant Lowly together.
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Christmas Practice
12 Days of Christmas

Did you know Christmas lasts for twelve days? Take some time over the next twelve days to 
reflect on Jesus becoming a human. 

Here are some passages you can read to help you reflect: 

 John 1:1-5; 14 
 Isaiah 9:6 
 Philippians 2:5-8

We often think about Jesus being fully God and fully human as an adult, but don’t spend much 
time reflecting on the fact that he lived an entire childhood. Spend some time thinking and 
wondering about how Jesus came as a baby and grew as a child. Talk with your children about 
the fact that Jesus was the age that they are now. He understands what it is like to grow up. To 
have parents. To live in a body that is growing and changing. 

After reflecting together, how would you like to respond to Jesus? 

 Would you like to make art, imagining Jesus at your age?  
 Would you like to write a prayer to Jesus, asking him questions, thanking him,  
 or praising him for who he is?  
 Would you like to talk with someone about what you reflected on?  
 Would you like to sing a favorite worship song or hymn or dance?  
 Would you like to make something to remind you that Jesus knows what it is  
 like to be a person?  
 Where will you display this artwork so you will remember? 





Epiphany
Manifestation

Look in the Word: Matthew 2:1-12

Look at the picture
Spend 10-30 seconds looking at the picture. Then discuss these questions together. 

What part of  the picture stands out to you? 
What do you notice about people’s faces in the picture? 

What parts of  the story do you see in the picture? 
Can you imagine what it would be like to be there? 

Where would you be in this picture?

Look in your heart
What part of  the story stands out to you?  

Epiphany means, “I get it!” why do you think the celebration  
of  this day and this story are called “Epiphany”? 

What do you think it means that Jesus will rule people like a shepherd?  
How would that be different from other kings?  

Can you imagine what the wise men’s journey following the star was like?  
Spend a few moments talking and thinking about what it might have been like. 

Look to Jesus in prayer
Jesus, you are the king who rules like a shepherd! Every day as we follow you,  

we learn more about what this means. You are the good shepherd who guides his sheep, 
loves his sheep, and leads his sheep. Thank you for being an always-good King.  

We love you! We worship you! Amen.

Finish by singing As With Gladness Men of  Old together.
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Epiphany Practice
Hospitality
With younger children

Put on a play where everyone participates (complete with coffee filter crowns and blanket 
robes) of  the wise men bringing gifts to young Jesus. Read the story from the Bible or from a 
favorite Bible storybook. Invite someone to share in the celebration with you. 

With older children
Invite your children to plan a feast for your family. Explain what Epiphany is–the celebration 
of  the day when the wise men found Jesus, and why Christians celebrate it. Explain that 
you’d like to make sure that you are taking time after the hustle and bustle of  the Advent and 
Christmas seasons to reflect again on Jesus’ first coming as a baby, and to look forward to his 
second coming. 

Work together to select a special meal, prepare a special dessert, choose or create some 
artwork that helps you think about Jesus’ life, and display it for your feast. Create a decorative 
centerpiece that reminds you of  Jesus’ life. Choose some worship songs or hymns you would 
like to sing. Consider inviting neighbors or others to share the feast with your family.  



Also Available FREE from 

 

Free Advent and Lent coloring book downloads also available online!

Coming Soon!
The Gospel Story Hymnal

 

Keep an eye out for our Kickstarter this spring!
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